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Gravesham Borough Council

Report to: Cabinet

Date: 07 October 2019

Reporting officer: Planning Manager (Policy) 

Subject: Local Plan - Local Development Scheme

Purpose and summary of report: 
The following report seeks Cabinet approval of the Local Development Scheme, attached at 
Appendix 2.

The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended) places a statutory duty on 
the Council to maintain an up-to-date Local Development Scheme. The revised Local 
Development Scheme attached to this report (Appendix 2) would fulfil this requirement.  

Recommendations:
1. Cabinet members are requested to approve the Local Development Scheme 

(Appendix 2) prior to its publication. 

1. Background

1.1 The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended) places a 
statutory duty on the Council to maintain an up-to-date Local Development 
Scheme. The revised Local Development Scheme attached to this report 
(Appendix 2) would fulfil this requirement. 

1.2 The Borough’s Local Plan Core Strategy was adopted by the Council on 30 
September 2014. Following the adoption of the Core Strategy officers turned their 
attention to identifying whether or not a partial review of the Core Strategy was 
needed, as well as progressing work on the Site Allocations and Development 
Management Policies Document. The latter document being the second part of 
the Council’s Local Plan, which would allocate additional sites for development, 
designates sites / land for specific uses and would set out the detailed 
Development Management policies. 

1.3 Delays to the work programme due to a number of factors e.g. delays in evidence 
gathering, insufficient officer resources because of resources being directed to 
other Council priorities e.g. Lower Thames Crossing or leaving, has meant that 
the overall timetable has slipped. A revised programme addressing these delays 
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and taking into account current resources is set out in the revised Local 
Development Scheme.

1.4 The Local Development Scheme is used to monitor the Council’s progress in 
producing planning policy documents as part of the Authority’s Monitoring Report.

2. Local Development Scheme

2.1 All local planning authorities are required to produce a Local Development 
Scheme. The Local Development Scheme outlines a public timetable for the 
preparation and adoption of Local Plan documents the Council intends to prepare. 
This revised Local Development Scheme would supersede the Local 
Development Scheme adopted in July 2017, and covers the period 2018-2021.

2.2 A Local Development Scheme is required to set out:

 The development plan documents that are to be developed

 The subject matter and geographical coverage of the documents being 
developed

 Whether any of the documents being developed are being prepared jointly 
with other local planning authorities

 The timetable for the preparation of the document(s)

2.3 Regulations require that the Council specify a date that the Local Development 
Scheme will come into effect, and it is proposed that the effective date for the new 
Local Development Scheme is 8 October 2019.  

2.4 The Government requires Local Plans to be kept up to date and reviewed on a 5 
yearly basis. During the preparation of the Local Plan Core Strategy, there were a 
number of legislative and policy changes that necessitated changes to the Local 
Plan Core Strategy during its preparation and during examination, such as the 
Localism Act 2011, which introduced Neighbourhood Planning and paved the way 
for the revocation of Regional Spatial Strategies and their replacement with a ‘duty 
to co-operate’ on strategic planning matters. 

2.5 The Government also introduced the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 
in 2012 and the associated web based Planning Practice Guidance (NPPGs) in 
2014, numerous updates to these have taken place. For example, the most recent 
update to the NPPGs was 22 July and for the NPPF it was February 2019. Further 
changes to the planning system and the increased importance placed by 
Government on housing delivery means that Policy CS02 of the Local Plan Core 
Strategy is in need of a partial review. This was set out in the Regulation 18 Stage 
1 consultation undertaken in 2018.

2.6 The current adopted Local Plan Core Strategy covers the plan period 2011-2028. 
The NPPF requires Local Plans to meet objectively assessed needs with respect 
to housing and economic development. With respect to housing, Local Plans are 
recognised as having to identify sufficient land to meet needs for a 10 year period 
and where possible 15 years. As a result, through the Local Plan Core Strategy 
Partial Review officers are investigating whether the plan period should be 
modified and extended to 2036.
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2.7 While not a formal requirement, the Government encourages that the Local 
Development Scheme should also include information about other planning 
documents, such as the Supplementary Planning Documents the Council intends 
to prepare, the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) charging schedule, updating 
the Statement of Community Involvement and producing the Authority Monitoring 
Report. These documents contain useful information that should be publicly 
available. 

3. Conclusion and Recommendations

5.1 The attached Local Development Scheme (Appendix 2) has been prepared to 
meet the Council’s objectives of having an up-to-date Local Plan in place whilst 
taking into account the resources that are available. It is therefore recommended 
that the Local Development Scheme be approved and published on the Council’s 
website.

4. BACKGROUND PAPERS

4.1 Anyone wishing to inspect background papers should, in the first place, be 
directed to Committee & Electoral Services who will make the necessary 
arrangements.



IMPLICATIONS APPENDIX 1
     

Legal The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as amended) requires a local 
authority to prepare, maintain and publish a Local Development Scheme (LDS), 
setting out the development plan documents it will prepare and/or review, together 
with details of those documents and a timetable for their production. 

Finance and Value 
for Money 

Provision is made annually within the revenue budget for contributions to the 
Planning Policy Reserve, which aims to spread the costs of producing the Local 
Plan and maintaining planning policy over the period to which it relates. 

Risk Assessment If the Council does not prepare a Local Development Scheme, there is a risk that 
the Council will contravene the legal requirement to prepare, maintain and publish a 
Local Development Scheme for the Development Plan Documents it proposes to 
prepare. This would put Local Plan Core Strategy Partial Review and the Site 
Allocations and Development Management Policies DPD at risk of being found 
legally non-compliant when submitted Examination in due course. 

A data protection impact assessment (DPIA) should be carried out at the start of 
any major project involving the use of personal data or if you are making a 
significant change to an existing process. 

a. Does the project/change being recommended through this paper involve the 
processing of personal data or special category data or criminal offence data? 
A definition of each type of data can be found on the Information 
Commissioner’s Office website via the above links.

b. If yes to question a, have you completed and attached a DPIA including Data 
Protection Officer advice?
N/A - the answer to question a. is 'No.'     

Data Protection 
Impact Assessment

c. If no to question b, please seek advice from your nominated DPIA assessor or 
the Information Governance Team at gdpr@medway.gov.uk.
     

a. Does the decision being made or recommended through this paper have 
potential to cause adverse impact or discriminate against different groups in the 
community? If yes, please explain answer.
No

b. Does the decision being made or recommended through this paper make a 
positive contribution to promoting equality? If yes, please explain answer.
Yes
It will by ensure that stakeholders and the public are aware of the key 
consultation stages, where they are able to contribute 

Equality Impact 
Assessment

In submitting this report, the Chief Officer doing so is confirming that they have 
given due regard to the equality impacts of the decision being considered, as noted 
in the table above

Corporate Plan Strategic Objectives 1,2, 3 and 4

https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/key-definitions/what-is-personal-data/
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/lawful-basis-for-processing/special-category-data/
https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/guide-to-the-general-data-protection-regulation-gdpr/lawful-basis-for-processing/criminal-offence-data/
mailto:gdpr@medway.gov.uk
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Crime and Disorder There are no Crime and Disorder considerations pertaining to this report.

Digital and website 
implications

Subject to approval, the Council's website will be updated with the revised Local 
Development Scheme 

Safeguarding 
children and 
vulnerable adults

There are no "safeguarding children and vulnerable adults" implications pertaining 
to this report.


